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"Château Eza" is an enchanting hotel and restaurant tucked away in one of the most 

exciting sites on the Côte d'Azur. Pretty as a postcard, the château clings to the side of the 

ancient rock walls of Eze, a thousand-year-old medieval village more than 1300 feet above 

the Mediterranean Sea. It is a castle of stone on a narrow cobblestone street, too small for 

modern day automobiles.  

 

Each of the ten guest rooms can be reached by walking under stone passageways, past 

cave-like little shops and restaurants, and via ancient stone steps and walkways which lead 

to the individual doorways of the guestrooms and suites. All guest rooms have been 

individually decorated with varying themes, such as Romantic, Medieval, Marie-Antoinette, 

Floral or Louis XV and all have modern comforts such as individual safe, cable television 

including CNN, VCR, touch-tone telephones, and private bathrooms including hairdryers. 

Most accommodations feature private balconies with breathtaking views and many have 

charming old fashioned fireplaces for the ultimate romantic experience. 

 

Upon your arrival look for the "Relais" which houses our own donkeys at the bottom of the 

village, after which a valet will park your car and show you the way. The walk (light hike) up 

through this ancient medieval village is the best way to discover its charms and secrets. 
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Location 

The medieval village of Eze is situated on the Moyenne Corniche between Nice and 

Monaco. Nice International Airport is only 18 Km away and the exit 57 on the A8 is 5 Km 

from the village. Cannes, Mougins and Saint Paul de Vence can reached by A8 in 

approximately 45 minutes. 

 

History of Château Eza 

Château Eza was built over 400 years ago within the ancient city walls of the 9th century 

village of Eze. In modern times, Château Eza was the residence of Prince William of 

Sweden from 1923-1953. As an author, he did much of his writing in this location. His father 

Gustav V, and his brother, Gustav Adolf, were both kings of Sweden. The present king of 

Sweden, Carl Gustav, is Prince William's nephew. 

 
The modern comforts of Château Eza did not come easily or inexpensively. André Rochat, 

the Swiss owner from 1976 until the end of 1993, did not simply put out an "open for 

business" sign. Before he opened his private residence to guests in 1985, he completely 

modernized and renovated the premises. All the construction materials had to be brought 

up the steep winding streets, 1300 feet above the sea, by donkeys who are still present 

today to greet guests. 

 

Château Eza was taken over by The Stein Group in June 2003 and after a 1 million € 

refurbishment re-opened her doors in April 2004. The refurbishing was been done with the 

intention of preserving and honouring the many centuries of history and hard work receding 

us. The next page in the history of Château Eza is now being written... 
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History of Eze Village 

After hundreds of years of inter-nicine wars, the Celts-Ligurians and other tribes inhabiting 

what is now known as Provence and the Côte d'Azur, welcomed the arrival of Julius Caesar 

when he invaded Gaule in 58/51 B.C.. After his death in 44 B.C., 48 tribes revolted against 

the domination of Rome. The Emperor Augustus (nephew of Julius Caesar) had to come in 

person to quell the revolt. The names of the vanquished tribes are inscribed on the base of 

the Trophee des Alpes, the monument erected at La Turbie to celebrate this Roman 

victory. During that time Eze had become an outpost of the Roman army. The archway, the 

tower and the barbican are Roman, therefore 2000 years old. The settlement grew around 

and above this. Later, wars and the Pest afflicted the village. The Saracens eventually 

succeeded in invading Eze by a ruse in 890 A.D. The Porte des Maures or Moors' gate is 

named after this event. They remained for 80 years. 

 
The village houses are all built facing the sea to spot and repulse any invader. There is a 

network of tunnels, mostly blocked or built over now, which enabled the inhabitants to 

escape if necessary. 

 
The Seigneurs of Eze, the Richieri, lived in what is now known as Les Riquiers from 1241 

but were dispossessed by the inhabitants in 1414 and "Communautas" were formed. In 

1543, Francis the 1st King of France bombarded Eze. Here enters Jean-Baptist Grimaldi, a 

local pirate who takes Eze on behalf of the king of France. However, he decided to keep it 

for himself. He was thrown out by the local militiamen led by two priests. The Church 

acquired considerable influence from that moment. 
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